Topic for the Week: The Bible is the Source of Truth

November 1-7

Theme for the November: Jesus Is Lord

This month’s theme stresses the reality many folks do not wish to confront: Jesus is Lord.

We may surrender to His
Lordship and allow Him to direct our paths, or we may not. But if we don’t, still He is Lord and rules the world.
When we surrender control of our lives to Jesus, choose to love Him with all our hearts, souls, and minds, our stress levels
will fall because we correctly transfer our burdens to Him. That’s what He asks us to do. He knows we can’t do it on our own, so
He invites us to cast our worries onto Him. He deals with them much better than we could!
We will review these topics this month:
November 1-7: The Bible is the Source of Truth
November 8-14: Invest in His Kingdom
November 15-21: Count the Cost
November 22-30: Is Money His Competitor?
Topic for the Week: The Bible is the Source of Truth

November 1-7

✴ Truth – God is truth, His
Scripture, which is accurate, unchangWord is true (John 14:6; John
ing, and the source of training in
17:17).
righteousness. We do not need special
✴ Alive – God’s Word is alive
degrees or other qualifications to un(Hebrews 4:12-13).
derstand God’s Word. All we need is
✴ Lie – Satan is a liar; He is the
the Holy Spirit’s guidance that’s
father of lies (John 8:44).
available to all believers.
✴ Everlasting – God’s Word
So many unimportant, transient
stands forever (Isaiah 40:8).
issues distract us. We say we believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is our
We have an open invitation from
Lord; He is our Savior; but we have
Jesus to build a solid foundation on
“no time” to read, study, or memorize
Him. Listen to Jesus as He preached
Scripture because we are busy. We
2 Timothy 3:16-17
the Sermon on the Mount:
don’t realize busy means we fill availAll Scripture is God-breathed and
able time with “activity” that needs
is useful for teaching, rebuking,
46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord,
our attention. So the issue is this:
correcting and training in rightLord,’ and do not do what I say? 47I
eousness, so that the man of God
what are we busy doing, our agendas
may be thoroughly equipped for
will show you what he is like who
or God’s?
every good work.
comes to me and hears my words
Regrettably, busyness doing our
and puts them into practice. 48He is
agendas traps many folks. It distracts
like a man building a house, who
them so they don’t hear God’s call.
dug down deep and laid the founThey don’t know God or His Word,
fter John the Baptist baptized
dation on rock. When a flood came,
and so they accept false teachings.
the torrent struck that house but
Jesus, heralding the start of Jesus’
Jesus used the Scriptures to show Sacould not shake it, because it was
public ministry, the Spirit led Him to tan is a liar. Shouldn’t we do the
well built. 49 But the one who hears
the desert for the devil to tempt Him. same?
my words and does not put them
But Jesus never yielded to the temptaFirst, we need to know the Author
into practice is like a man who
tions. He looked beyond them to the
built a house on the ground withof Scripture, Jesus Christ, the Creator
source of truth —His Word, and reout a foundation. The moment the
of the Universe and Lord of all. Scripsponded to each by quoting Scripture. ture tells us this TALE:
torrent struck that house, it colApostle Paul reminds us in this
lapsed and its destruction was
week’s passage that God inspired all
complete” - Luke 6:46-49.

The Word

A
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Topic for the Week: The Bible is the Source of Truth

We are collapsing in the “torrent”
that’s striking us daily. Many forces in
society continue to work to rid God’s
Word from our daily lives: schools,
courts, public and private organizations battle to reach this goal. They
have removed references to Him and
His Word from their buildings and
dealings, sometimes at great expense.
Sadly, they have not correlated the
moral bankruptcy in society with
their actions, as the drift to secularism
continues. They do not realize that
when we remove the foundation from
a building it collapses! This is a
physical law!
Do you know the founders built
trendy North America on a Christian
foundation? Crumbling, yes, but there
is a remnant. We built our laws, financial systems, and learning institutions on a biblical foundation. For example, this is one of Ivy League University, Harvard’s, Rules and Precepts,
on September 26, 1642:
Let every Student be plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed to
consider well, the maine end of his
life and studies is, to know God
and Jesus Christ which is eternal
life, John 17:3 and therefore to lay
Christ in the bottome, as the only
foundation of all sound knowledge
and Learning. And seeing the Lord
only giveth wisedome, Let every
one seriously set himself by prayer
in secret to seeke it of him Prov. 2,3.

Do you believe this? Notice, Christ
was to be the only foundation of all
sound knowledge and learning. The
onslaught on this collapsing foundation will continue, but nothing humans do will prevent the Scripture’s
fulfillment.
So we must continue to obey God
and believe His Word will prevail.
But ignorance of His Word will rise
and cause leaders to create hastily,
ungodly rules. They will continue to
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change God’s Word to suit their circumstances, ignoring Moses’ comments to the children of Israel in Deuteronomy 4:2: Do not add to what I
command you and do not subtract from
it, but keep the commands of the LORD
your God that I give you.
Then again, folks will continue to
put respect for culture and tradition
above God and His Word. Like Jesus,
we must present the Gospel in culturally sensitive ways but never dilute it
(Matthew 15:3-9).
Let’s fight back by presenting
truth from God’s Word. We are not
responsible for its reception in hardened heartsthat’s God’s role. Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians 6:17,
God’s Word is the “sword of the
Spirit.” Folks, we have good news to
share with the world. Speak it boldly!
In Acts 4:31-33, we read about the
early believers in Christ speaking the
Word boldly, and with “great power…testifying to the Lord’s resurrection”.
31 After

they prayed, the place
where they were meeting was
shaken. And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the
word of God boldly.
32 All the believers were one in
heart and mind. No one claimed
that any of his possessions was his
own, but they shared everything
they had. 33 With great power the
apostles continued to testify to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
much grace was upon them all Acts 4:31-33.

The apostles faced opposition but
persisted to speak the truth. We too,
with growing antagonism against the
Word, must ask the Holy Spirit to
give us boldness to proclaim Jesus as
Lord in every instance.
We need to encourage each other.
Apostle Paul’s persecution encouraged believers to “speak God’s Word

more courageously and fearlessly”. In
Philippians 1:13-14 we read, because
of my chains, most of the brothers in the
Lord have been encouraged to speak the
word of God more courageously and fearlessly. As secular Governments attack
our religious freedoms, rejoice; be
glad, because this is fulfillment of
Scripture and the natural response to
our closer walk with the Lord.
Again, Apostle Paul spurs us on.
Writing to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 4:12-13, he exhorts them and
us to adopt a Christ-like attitude
when persecuted. In essence, endure;
be kind.
12…When

we are cursed, we bless;
when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when we are slandered,
we answer kindly...

Despite the continual onslaught
against Christians and our beliefs,
let’s ensure love is in our arsenal of
“weapons” in this battle.
4 Love

is patient, love is kind. It does
not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. 5It is not rude, it is not selfseeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps
no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It
always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres -1 Corinthians 13:4-7.

Application

The joy of the Lord is our strength
Nehemiah 8:10
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Matthew 4:1 records that Jesus
fasted 40 days, was hungry, and then
the devil asked Him to show His
Lordship by turning stones into
bread. Jesus replied by quoting a section of Deuteronomy 8:3:
3He

humbled you, causing you to
hunger and then feeding you with
manna, which neither you nor your
fathers had known, to teach you
that man does not live on bread
alone but on every word that
comes from the mouth of the
LORD.

November 1-7

you face difficulties. Pray for our
leaders. Pray that God will open their
eyes and ears so they may get to
know Him.
There is good news: God’s Word is
truth, and will prevail despite continuing onslaught by Governments
and others.
In May of 1775, Samuel Langdon,
President of Harvard University said
the following to the provincial Congress of Massachusetts 1:

Notes

We have rebelled against God.
We have lost the true spirit of Christianity, though we retain the outward
profession and form of it ... By many,
the Gospel is corrupted into a superficial system of moral philosophy...
My brethren, let us repent and
implore the divine mercy. Let us
amend our ways and doings, reform
everything that has been provoking the
Most High, and thus endeavor to obtain the gracious interpositions of
providence for our deliverance ...
May the Lord hear us in this day
of trouble....We will rejoice in His salvation, and in the name of our God,
we will set up our banners!

We can handle physical hunger
temporarily, but spiritual starvation
means eternity separated from God.
We need Jesus in our lives. To exalt
Christ in our secular world, we need
to know Him and stay in His Word so
we will become more like Him.
The issue is this: what is your
source of truth? Apostle Paul reminds
us that God’s Word is living and active.
Read, meditate on, and study Scripture. It is your most reliable weapon
These comments are as relevant
against the schemes of the Devil. Aftoday as they were then. Let’s rejoice
ter all, Jesus used Scriptures against
in the hope of our salvation!
him!
12 For

the word of God is living and
active. Sharper than any doubleedged sword, it penetrates even to
dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in
all creation is hidden from God’s
sight. Everything is uncovered and
laid bare before the eyes of him to
whom we must give account
- Hebrews 4:12 – 13.

Considering this month’s
theme, Jesus Is Lord, this period’s
topic, The Bible is the Source of
Truth, each day reflect on the specific verses in the Personal Reflection section on page four. These
questions might help your reflection:
๏
๏

This week, ask Jesus to show you
how to cope with your present circumstances. Ask Him to show you
how to exalt Him especially when
1

๏

Who is talking to whom, about
what, when, and in what context?
How do these verses apply to me
today?
What lessons from these verses
can I start to do today?

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations
are from the New International Version (NIV)
of the Bible (Copyright (c) 1973, 1978, 1984
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. All rights
reserved.)

William J. Feeder, America’s God And Country Encyclopedia of Quotations, (FAME Publishing Inc, Coppell, Texas, 1994), pages 282-283
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Memory Verse
Isaiah 40:8
The grass withers and the flowers
fall, but the word of our God stands forever.”

P e r s o n a l

R e f l e c t i o n s

November

1st : 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Isaiah 40:8

November

2nd : Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:1-4

November

3rd : Deuteronomy 4:2; Matthew 15:3-9

November

November

5th : Acts 4:31-33; John 14:6; John 17:17

November

6th : Philippians 1:13-14; Proverbs 2:1-6

November
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4th : Ephesians 6:17; Luke 6:46-49

7th : Hebrews 4:12-13; Isaiah 40:8
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