We are at our money matters journey halfway point. How are you doing?
Judging from emails and other communications I received, many folks have a
basic challenge: They know what to do with their financial affairs but they
don’t do it. Apostle Paul describes this battle well in Romans 7:19-20:
For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to
do—this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer
I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
It’s a continuing battle to stay focused on glorifying Christ with our finances.
We must battle always because as fallen people, each person has a sin nature that
attracts him or her to sin. But believers’ in Jesus have great news. First, we have won
the war and have eternal life.
Second, we have the Holy Spirit living in us to guide us daily. Jesus assures us
the Holy Spirit indwells to teach and remind believers of His Words. Meditate on Jesus’
Words in John 16.
1.

“

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be
with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because
it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you
and will be in you” – John 14:16-17
2. “… The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to
you” – John 14:26
Our big challenge is to live a radical Christ-centered life in this anti-Christian
North American society. First, it means a conscious decision to outlaw silo living and
stand up for Christ in all we do. This is difficult as many people live in four silos:
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They behave differently at work, church, home, and with finances.
Circumstances affect what they say and do in these places.
We hear and accept statements like, we cannot apply our personal views to our
work. But how can we separate our basic beliefs from us? Believers have succumbed to
this lie and discarded truth to follow the world.
We must decide to live in one silo only in which …

Our relationship with
Christ defines
who we are,
what we say,
and what we do
always!

The second part of this radical Christ-centered life is to embrace God’s
ownership and your stewardship of everything. This means deciding to present to God,
100% of finances you hold and let Him direct all spending, not just 10%. In other
words, like the Macedonian church in 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 start practicing “keeping”
that we spoke about earlier, rather than tithing that presents 10% to God and 90% to
you.
“Keeping” allows you to live out a Christ-centered life as you allow Jesus to
become involved in all financial decisions.
Another comment I received discloses a popular lie that some people can and
others can’t manage personal finances. Many folks say, “I am not good with numbers,
so I can’t manage money well!” This statement shows poor understanding of money
matters, ignores the reality that working out money matters is an essential part of
learning to depend on Christ and draw close to Him.
Folks, handling Jesus’ money is part of our journey to learn from, depend on
and draw closer to Him. Each believer is a steward and Jesus will ask him or her to
account for His stewardship. As the believer's perfect Father, Jesus has given each of
us exactly what we need to handle money matters for His glory. The question is this:
will we ask Him to direct our money matters?
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These are some topics we will discuss during the rest of our journey:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Savings
Paying for children’s education
Insurance
Investing
Gambling
Success and money
Getting Out of debt

As usual each topic will have a biblical foundation. Next time I will discuss
savings. God bless and remember Jesus loves you.
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