Before I complete building the money matters foundation, let me remind
you of the money transaction:
This picture shows the 3-Ms of a
money transaction: a merchant,
money, and me. The merchant
produces goods and services and
entices me to buy. Money is the bridge
to get me the merchant’s goods or
services. I can’t manage it; rather I must
surrender my wants and needs to
Christ, trust, and follow Him to direct my
spending.
Today I will introduce briefly the
money map and its context. What’s a
map?
A map is a diagram of a route
for a specific journey.
Most of us prepare one when we go somewhere for the first time. A
money map is “a diagram” showing categories of funds needed to do a
specific assignment.
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The money map resembles a road map. Notice, each point shows a
specific spending trip such as entertainment, groceries, and gifts. Though it
looks complex, in a few weeks when we look at it in detail, you will see it isn’t.
The money map is one small part of a process that starts with goal setting
and shows specific costs to achieve a goal. In the next few weeks, we will look at
these topics sequentially:

Though we won’t start with discussing the money map, I have shown it
first so we may reflect on it as we discuss the other topics. It should become your
main daily travel guide as you spend; you will get lost without it!
As a professional accountant, I haven’t seen literature that explains these
practices -- goal setting, planning, and budgeting, as well as the Bible. So before
we start discussing them, let’s review Jesus’ teachings in Luke 14:27-28.
In Luke 14:27, while explaining the cost of being His disciple to a large
crowd, Jesus said,
Luke 14:27
And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow
me cannot be my disciple.
Jesus’ disciples must be ready to die for Him. That’s what He is saying.
Did you get that? He reminds us of the total surrender needed to be His disciple.
Note however, some difficulties we meet daily may be costs to follow Him, while
others are effects of our poor choices. Don’t confuse them. But whichever, Jesus
will be with you throughout each trial.
Continuing in Luke 14:28, Jesus tells the crowd to sit down to consider the
cost to follow Him. It’s important we understand the believer’s stewardship role
flows from his discipleship role. Let’s read verse 28:
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Luke 14:28
“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down
and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?
This verse shows we ought to consider the implications of what we plan
do. In North America we don’t do this; we haven’t counted the cost of being
Jesus’ disciple. Have you noticed how we are preoccupied asking to receive
blessings? We don’t accept that bad circumstances might result from our poor
choices.
When last have you heard that suffering for Christ is merely one part of
being a disciple? Rather, we hear to the contrary.
To hear from God as we discuss goal setting, planning, budgeting, and
money mapping we need to understand our discipleship cost. Jesus might ask us
to do something we dislike, and we won’t hear Him unless we have surrendered
all areas of our lives to Him; in other words, we have counted the discipleship
cost.
Next time we will discuss goal setting, meanwhile, reflect on these
questions:
1. Will you obey Jesus when it’s unpopular to do so?
2. Will you accept an assignment from Him that you dislike?
3. Do you understand the effects of taking up your cross
daily?
God bless and remember Jesus loves you so much He died for you and
me.
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